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(This article was published in a small periodical called “The Windows of Author's Study(Z 370 Z)” which inroduces the
authorsview on their planned books. Because the pages given to me by the publisher was limited, this article focuses only
on the issues which | think most important and interesting. Footnotes are also limited to a minimum, The full version of the
book is coming soon.) Professor Emeritus, Tokyo University Yoshihisa Nomi
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Part 1 What lawyers thought about slavery
1 What is history for us living today
The slavery of the ancient Greek and Roman era can be discussed calmly as historical facts without mixing
any emotional feelings. But when it comes to the slavery in the modem times, as in the US and other European
colonies, it is difficult to face the problem without some feeling of blaming or remorse. But the purpose of my
article is not to blame somebody or to discuss responsibility of those who were involved in promoting slavery.
Rather trying to understand what made it possible for those, especially lawyers, who on one hand hailed the
value of liberty and equality, on the other hand supported actively or passively the system of slavery in our
modem world. Being an academic lawyer myself, | cannot but keep thinking why the prominent lawyers
educated and trained to think rationally understanding the value of freedom and equality were not able to deny
or some even justified the horrible system of slavery. My quest for understanding how law and legal thinking
faced the problem of slavery needs to go back into the history, but the first stop is the 18th century England
where the law court for the first time abandoned to justify slavery.
2 Slavery and the British Society
3 Sommerset Case in 1772
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